
(Annex A)  
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child  

Three articles Concerning the Media  

Article 3  

7. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken by public or private social 
welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies, the 
best interest of the child shall be the primary consideration.  

8. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care is necessary 
for his or her well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of his parents, legal 
guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end, 
shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative measures.  

9. States Parties shall ensure that the institutions, services and facilities responsible 
for the care or protection of children shall conform with the standards established by 
competent authorities, particularly in the areas of safety, health, in the number and 
suitability of their staff, as well as competent supervision.  

Article 13 

1.The child shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include 
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of 
frontiers, either orally, in writhing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other 
media of the child’s choice.  

2.The exercise of his right may be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only 
be such as are provided by law and are necessary:  

d) For respect of the rights or reputation of others; or  

e) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public 
health or morals.  

Article 17  



State Parties recognize the important function perform by the mass media and shall 
ensure that the child has access to information and material from a diversity of 
national and international sources, especially those aimed at the promotion of his or 
her social, spiritual and moral well-being and physical and mental health. To this end, 
States Parties shall:  

(a) Encourage the mass to disseminate information and material of social and cultural 
benefit to the child and in accordance with the spirit of article 29; 

(b) Encourage international co-operation in the production, exchange and 
dissemination of such information and material from a diversity of cultural, national 
and international sources; 

(c) Encourage the production and dissemination of children's books; 

(d) Encourage the mass media to have particular regard to the linguistic needs of the 
child who belongs to a minority group or who is indigenous; 

(e) Encourage the development of appropriate guidelines for the protection of the 
child from information and material injurious to his or her well-being, bearing in mind 
the provision of article 13 and 18.  

The full text of the Convention is available via the Web site  

http://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf 
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